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THOUGHTS ON UNITT

During the Last Supper,
when Our Lord had be-
gun to consummate His
great work of the Re-
demption, He utters a
long prayer. The prayer
extends over three & a
half chapters in St John's
Gospel (14:15 - 17)) At
one point during this

prayer, Our Lord says: "I
pray for those who are to find faith in me through their
word; that they may all be one" (17:21). In this passage,
"they" refers to the Apostles, the first bishops. & we may
take "those who are to find faith in me" as a rather good
definition of the Church.

Ut unum sint. "That they may be one." There is an implica-
tion here that needs recognizing. Our Lord knows full
well that the unity of the Church would be threatened;
that "those who are to find faith" in Him would be divid-
ed & at odds. Contrary to our hopes & preferences, disu-
nity is very real. Because after all, if perfect Christian to-
getherness were a given, why would Christ have prayed
for it?

In our time, this is a difficult truth to accept. Naturally we
yearn for the ending of conflict & division. There is a
strong desire for universal fraternity among all peoples.
Such hopes are not to be ignored. & yet, in our efforts
toward unity, integrity & truth can never be sacrificed. As
Our Lord says, "I pray . . . that they too may be one in us,
as thou, Father, art in me, & I in thee." Here, we see that
there is a pattern & condition to unity; it is not vague or
unclear. The unity between the Father & the Son is the
model for all unity. There is a true unity & a false unity.
That is certainly a great mystery, which I can hardly ex-
haust here. But for our purposes now, by way of repeti-
tion, it is helpful for us to recognize as a fact the phenom-
enon of disunity. It would be misguided of us to mini-
mize it or wish it away. As we well know, not everyone
uses the gift of freedom in the right way. But as Catholic
people, let's always strive together to have a realistic
sense of the picture. We must know what real unity is.
After all, the first step to all growth & healing is the
acknowledgement that there is something broken. God
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